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Message Text 


EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL MOPS, PBOR, IS, LE, XF 
SUBJ:;SOUTH LEBANON PROBLEM 

REF STATE 250648, 

1 . IN ABBREVIATED MEETING WITH FAHMY THIS MORNING, I RAISED 
WITH HIM IMPORTANCE OF EXECUTING FINAL STAGES OF SHTAURA 
AGREEMENT CALLING FOR MAJOR THINNING OUT AND WITHDRAWAL OF 
PALESTINIAN FORCES IN SOUTH LEBANON AND NEAR SIMULTANEOUS IN- 
TRODUCTION OF LEBANESE ARMY UNITS. SINCE WE HAVE NOT OFTEN 
DISCUSSED MATTER WITH EGYPTIANS (ALTHOUGH GHEY ARE 
FULLY AWARE OF SITUATION), I GAVE HIM BACKGROUND OF OUR 
EFFORTS TO DEFUSE SOUTH LEBANON SITUATION AND WENT THROUGH 
POINTS CITED PARA 1 REFTEL, EMPHASIZING OUR SUCCESSFUL EFFORTS 
TO OBTAIN ISRAELI AGREEMENT NOT TO INTERFERE WITH SHTAURA 
AGREEMENT IMPLEMENTATION DESPITE CONTINUING ISRAELI DISTRUST 
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OF PALESTINIAN GOOD FAITH. SAID I DID NOT KNOW HOW 
MUCH OF A ROLE EGYPT HAD PLAYED IN FACILITATING SHTAURA 
AGREEMENT, BUT URGED THAT GOE NOW DO WHAT IT CAN TO PERSUADE 
PLO/FATAH LEADERSHIP TO COOPERATE WITH SHARKIS GOVT IN ORDER 
TO BRING REACTIONISTS UNDER CONTROL AND IMPLEMENT FINAL 
PHASES OF SHTAURA AGREEMENT. 
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2. FAHMY NOTED ARAFAT HAD JUST BEEN HERE PAST TWO DAYS. 

WHILE SOUTH LEBANON HAD NOT BEEN PRINCIPAL SUBJECT DISCUSSED, 
ARAFAT HAD ASSURED EGYPTIANS THAT SHTAURA AGREEMENT WILL 
BE HONORED IF ISRAELIS DOD NOT INTERFERE. FAHMY CALIMED IT 
WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT A DIFFERENCE OF VIEW EXISTS 
BETWEEN LEBANESE GOVT AND PLO LEADERSHIP ABOUT PALESTINIAN 
WITHDRAWAL. PALESTINIANS WISH TO DO SO IN STAGES AND THIS HAD 
EARLIER BEEN ACCEPTED BY LEBANESE GOVT. NOW. HOWEVER, LEBANESE 
GOVT WISHES PALESTINIANS WITHDRAW IN ONE STEP BEFORE INTRO- 
DUCING LEBANESE TROOPS. HE WAS SURE THIS COULD BE WORKED OUT 
BETWEEN LEBANESE AND PLO. 

3. FAHMY WAS CLEARLY RELUCTANT TO INTERFERE (PERHAPS 
BECAUSE HE IS AWARE OF LIMITED EGYPTIAN CAPABILITY INFLUENCE 
SITUATION), BUT ASKED IF WE HAVE ANY INFO ABOUT THAT THE 
ISRAELIS INTEND TO ATTACK PALESTINIANS IN SOUTH LEBANON AGAIN. 
TOLD HIM WE HAVE NO SUCH INFO. BUT UNLESS PERSISTENT PATTERN 
OF VIOLATIONS OF CEASEFURE WHICH HAS CHARACEERIZED SOUTH 
LEBANON SITUATION IS CORRECTED, ONE CANNOT RULE OUT POSSIBILITY 
THAT ISRAEL WILL BE GOADED INTO MILITARY COUNTER-MEASURES. 

IT IS IMPORTANT. THEREFORE, THAT EGYPT JOIN OTHER ARAB 
STATES IN DOING WHAT IT CAN TO REDUCE SOUTH LEBANON TENSIONS 
AND TO PRESS PLO TO HONOR SHTAURA GREEMENT. WE HAVE DONE OUR 
PART, NOW IT IS UP TO ARABS TO DO THEIRS. 

4. SOMEWHAT RELUCTANTLY, FAHMY SAID HE WOULD CHECK TO SEE 
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IF ARAFAT IS STILL HERE AND, IF SO, WOULD DISCUSS MATTER WITH 
HIM. (THIS MORNING'S PAPER SAYS ARAFAT IS LEAVING FOR 
DAMASCUS TODAY). IF ARAFAT HAS ALREADY GONE, FAHMY SAID 
HE WILL CONSIDER WHAT GOE MIGHT BE ABLE TO DO TO HELP. 

5. COMMENT: IN ADDITION TO LIMITED INFLUENCE ON SOUTH LEBANON 
SITUATION, FAHMY IS RELUCTANT TO APPEAR TO BE PRESSING 

PLO LEADERSHIP AT THIS TIME. AS RESULT RECENT TALKS WITH 
ARAFAT, HE BELIEVES NEW SCHISMS HAVE DEVELOPED BETWEEN PLO 
LEADERSHIP AND SYRIANS AND THAT FORMER ARE AGAIN LEANING 
TOWARD EGYPT, ESPECIALLY WITH RESPECT TO MOVEMENT TOWARD 
GENEVA. HIS JUDGMENT MAY BE RIGHT OR WRONG, BUT IT CLEARLY 
INFLUENCES EXTENT TO WHICH HE IS WILLING TO WEIGHT IN TO 
PRESS PLO LEADERSHIP TO WITHDRAW FROM SOUTH LEBANON. 

6. WILL FOLLOW UP AS APPROPRIATE. 
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